
PRINGLE BAY RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN THE 
COMMUNITY HALL 20TH DECEMBER 2016

17h00 - 18h00
Kindly address all correspondence to PO Box 409, Pringle Bay 7196

  Stuur alle korrespondensie te rig aan Posbus 409, Pringlebaai 7196

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman, David Muirhead, opened the meeting and welcomed the attendees.  

Present: Members who attended and signed the register numbered 63.

Apologies:  Roger Parsons, Carol Wilson, Bobby Perel, Raymond Berard, Elize Scholtz, Maureen and Jim Torond, Sue 
and Peter Folb (the Chair recognised Peter for the Honorary Doctorate he was being awarded today by UCT)   

2.  ADDITIONAL ITEMS

No additional items were received 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (19th December 2015):

Minutes of the AGM held on the 19th December 2015 were published in the December 2016 edition of the Pringle 
Post. They were taken as read.  Proposed: Louw Toerien,   Seconded: Gale Brooker

4.  MATTERS ARISING 

None 

5. ANNUAL REPORT

The report was published in the December 2016 Pringle Post and taken as read. The Chairman spoke on the 
following points.

5.1 Special Rate Levy

The Municipality has recently passed a by-law allowing a community to establish a special rating area that provides 
for an additional rating levy on all property within a designated geographic area. The proceeds would be managed by 
the community to “top up” municipal services. In order to pursue this opportunity, we need to undertake a formal 
process of engagement with both the municipality and the community. The business plan needs to comply with 
constitutional powers of a local authority and be supported by the Overstrand Integrated Management plan. The 
timeframe for approval is likely to take at least a year and must include full public participation. A majority of 
affected property owners have to vote in favour (approximately 850 positive responses required). A Section 21 
company would be established with a community-run management board. The income collected by the municipality 
is transferred to the bank account of the section 21 company.  At this point a rough estimate of the cost of such a 
levy, should it be introduced, would be an average of around R50 p/m per erf but this would be lower for low rated 
properties and higher for high-rated properties.   

Public support for such an initiative will be tested with a survey. The primary reason for this funding would be to 
provide sustainable funding of service issues which are of ongoing concern
Specific activities that would benefit from such a levy are:

 Public safety activities and patrolling for safety purposes 
 electronic surveillance and monitoring of cameras for safety purposes
 fire-wise precautions



 storm water drainage project in accordance with Engineering Plan of 2010 (to be reviewed for feasibility)

There is a possibility that special levy funds could be used to sponsor a virtual fence, should we decide to go that 
route, but the levy cannot be used for baboon monitoring per se. 

For the foreseeable future, the Municipality will not have the capital to spend on infrastructure development or 
security. The Municipality can only provide capital funding through rates surplus from previous years, or through the 
sale of property, and do not currently have reserves for this. 

5.2 Executive Committee
 
 Dave Muirhead notified the meeting that he was stepping down after 4 years in the chair. The time had been 

both rewarding and interesting. He thanked the committee members for their support.   

 The following individuals on the committee and in the community were recognised for their services (in addition 
to those mentioned under 5.3 below): 
Axel Maier (11 years on Security)
John du Toit (Property Development)
Tony Thacker (Roads and Storm water)
Ilse Meyer (secretarial duties and membership management)
Mike Meyer (Treasurer responsibilities, and special thanks for the additional effort over year end, which 
coincided with the baboon monitors funding appeal)  
Sue Visagie (caretaker of our Community Hall)
Mariana Serfontein (layout, design and printing of the Pringle Post)
Boudewyn de Vries (of his own accord and at his own cost, fixing things that need attention       

5.3 Year of achievement

 Our Fire Station was completed and is fully operational. Clayton Francis was recognised for the many years of 
effort and commitment on his part to make this a reality.

 Chris Geldenhuys (Conservation portfolio) was congratulated for being the recipient of the 2016 Mayor’s Prize 
for Environmental Service. The Beach Management Plan has finally been approved by the DEADP in terms of the 
environmental legislation. Thanks also go to Laurie Barwell and Deon Keet for the part they have played in this 
whole process. The first phase of the plan under the emergency permit is complete and the fore dune system 
has been stabilised. Execution of the full plan has major costs associated with it. There are no immediate plans 
for rolling it out.

 The Street Watch has been established, thanks expressed to Dylan Lotheringen.
 A “Welcome to Pringle Bay” pamphlet was developed and provided to all the local estate agents for sharing with 

new owners. Ilse Meyer thanked for co-ordinating the project.
 The Hangklip Safety Forum has been extended to include Kleinmond. The forum meets 4 times per year and 

involves multiple local bodies as well as SAPS. The forum does a lot of work behind the scenes to take care of 
public safety, particularly with respect to planning for the influx of tourists.      

5.4 Focus for the new year

 Crime management – We will be working closely with SAPS, Municipal Safety and Security, and other 
roleplayers. There is an intention by the municipality to extend a camera -based security network across the 
Overstrand. Where possible we will integrate our systems with that of the Western Cape as crime needs to be 
managed at the bigger picture level.

 Australian Myrtle – In many parts of Pringle Bay the fynbos is being overrun by this invasive alien plant. We will 
need a campaign and a concerted effort by everyone to eradicate this pest.

 Baboon Management – A decision must be made with respect to the virtual fencing solution, to pursue that 
approach or not. Baboon management will remain a community responsibility for the foreseeable future, as it 
falls outside the Municipality’s jurisdiction, and Cape Nature has no funding to take it over. It is important to 
keep our troop in place or we could face being overrun by the much larger troops from Hangklip and Rooi Els.     



6.  TREASURER’S REPORT 

The report was published in the December 2016 Pringle Post and taken as read. The signed-off bank statements are 
available for scrutiny should anyone which to inspect them. 

The PBRA membership subscription was increased from R50 to R80 pa per member, the first time it has changed in 
many years. 

No questions or concerns were raised. 

7. RE-AFFIRMATION OF MANDATES

The PBRA’s existing mandates were approved by show of hands. These include opposing subdivisions, rezoning, 
changes of title deed conditions, etc. 

8. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE
  
8.1 Members standing down
The following Executive Committee members are retiring by rotation:
Axel Maier
John du Toit
Tony Thacker
David Muirhead (available for re-election for the Special Rates project)

8.2 Nominations 
Zirkia Fourie (Chairperson)
Ashley Rensburg (Municipal Services)
Dylan Lotheringen (Security)
 
All portfolios will be confirmed at the 1st Executive Committee meeting of 2017, to be held in January, in accordance 
with the PBRA constitution.

9.  GENERAL (Matters and questions arising from the floor)

9.1 How many properties exist in Pringle Bay? Approximately 1700 Erven, of which around 1600 are privately owned, 
and roughly 1100 of those are developed.  
 
9.2 Could the AGM forum be used to take a vote on the Special Rates Levy? No, the PBRA does not have any power 
over the community. The correct process would be to engage with all ratepayers, using the municipal ratepayers' 
database.

9.3 What is the current status of the baboon monitoring? We have 4 monitors working staggered hours and they 
have been reasonably successful. We have funding for 2 months so this is not sustainable indefinitely. The next 
committee will have to decide on the longer term approach. If it’s decided to try virtual fencing, the community will 
have to be re-engaged.

9.4 Mr D Marais queried whether the Overstrand Municipality ever does anything for Pringle Bay?.  The municipality 
may only operate within the constitutionally defined powers of a local authority. It may not engage in infrastructure 
development (capital development) unless funds are available from prior year rates surplus or sale of land) Post 
Meeting Comment: Ratepayers who wish to query the functioning of the municipality should attend open ward 
meetings or the periodic OMAF public engagement meetings to discuss concerns of this nature

9.5 The municipality was complimented on their rapid response to a water breakage, which was repaired in 2 hours. 

9.6 An appeal was made for all dog owners to be responsible and to clean up after their dogs. The containers at the 
beach will be stocked with bags for this purpose.



9.7 We are in the midst of the fire season and everyone was asked to be extra vigilant, not to leave fires unattended 
ever (it is an offence to do so), and we were reminded that fireworks are never allowed.      

10. CLOSURE

Clayton Francis recognised and thanked David Muirhead for the 4 years of loyal service which he has given to the 
Pringle Bay Ratepayers’ Association and to the community. Often the work takes place behind the scenes and not 
everyone appreciates the effort that is involved. Many hours and late nights were spent on PBRA work, an example 
being the regular Pringle Messenger. David has given his heart and soul to Pringle Bay and all of his efforts have 
always been guided by what is best for the community. Lena Muirhead was also thanked for her supportive role.   

The meeting closed at 18H05.


