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FIRE REVEALS A DARK PART 

OF PRINGLE’S HISTORY

When the fire ripped across 
the Pringle hillside a few 
short weeks ago - we came to 
see what the fynbos had been 
hiding for the last 45 years.  

Estimates vary as to when it 
was last that Pringles most 
eastern hill had been burnt 
in a veld fire. Some say 30 
years. Others like the author 
of this article suggest it 
would be "not in living 
memory" which in our 
family's case - is before the 
late 60's.

Up until 2011 the hill was 
largely unnoticed and 
unvisited. But in 2011 the 
authorities cut a firebreak 
along the base of the hill.  
Since then the firebreak has 
developed into a very 
popular walking route for 
both hikers and mountains 
bikers. Many in Pringle who 
have since walked that 
firebreak path would 
appreciate the fairly 

significant changes in 
topography and geology 
around them as they 
traversed the hiking path. 
However what they would 
not have appreciated was 
that they were walking 
through an area that has the 
scars of one of Pringles 
darkest secrets.

I remember my late father 
pointing to the hill with real 
anger- describing a 
mercenary developer called 
Bill Mitchell. Like many 
others who grew up as  
children here in the 70's - 
we remember the scratchy 
photographs of a big scar 
that traversed the hillside 
face; - a scar the slowly 
faded as the decades went 
by. We never really 
understood the significance 
of that scar until seeing now 
what the fynbos had been 
hiding. Talking to family 
and friends that recall the 
events of the time revealed 

that Mr Mitchell didn't 
just damage the 
landscape for his own 
financial purposes - there 
was a chilling deeper side 
to the manner in which 
he conducted his 
developments.

But who was Bill Mitchell 
and what was he doing 
Pringle Bay? In the late 
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Mr Mitchell didn't just damage the landscape for his own financial purposes - there was 
a chilling deeper side to the manner in which he conducted his developments.
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'60's / early '70's Mr Mitchell 
had found a loophole in the 
south-western Cape's 
development regimes and 
exploited it to the fullest 
potential at the time. He 
targeted remote locations 
and is said to have been 
involved in approximately 
seven separate developments 
through the south-western 
Cape - each time ensuring he 
minimised plot sizes 
maximising their numbers in 
all the town layouts. He had 
an uncanny ability to 
influence Town Planners and 
local government at the 
highest level - and in each 
instance bending the rules to 

ensure he could maximise 
density in the town layout; - 
in short:  the more plots the 
greater his profit.  

Pringle Post readers are 
urged to independently 
google "Bill Mitchell 
developer Pringle Bay" and 
read up on some fairly 
explosive articles relating to 
his involvement in the 
region with developments at 
the time. Pringle Bay was 
just one of his victims.

In 1970 Mr Mitchell secured 
the property rights to extend 
the Pringle development 
from the Boundary road 

back toward the R44 - 
adding on what is now an 
additional 1000 plots. 
Records show that a further 
development to the original 
town had been originally 
authorised by local 
authorities in roughly the 
same area but for much 
larger plots (+/- 1,500m2) 
but this is not what he 
created? More on that 
later.....

To subdivide and sell the 
township plots he was 
required to put in the 
infrastructure. As mains 
electricity was only 
introduced in the late '80's 
and all houses were 
operating on septic tanks -
all he was required to build 
was gravel roads and 
provide water mains. With 
the height of Klein 
Steenbras Dam - water 
mains were relatively 
straight forward but he was 
also needing to build about 
15 km of gravel roads for 
the township extension. The 
technique to construct 
gravel roads is fairly simple 
- clear the fynbos for the 
road, roughly level it then 
lay down a series of layers 
of gravel (differing stone 
sizes and layer thicknesses) 
that were then wet before 
being compacted. But given 
the quantity of material 
needed (roughly 1,25million 
m3) - in his greed - he 
decided tha t the proximity 
of Pringle Hill was the 
perfect source for a quarry 
for the road gravel – saving 
him a fortune by not having 
to transport in from a 
legitimate quarry. 

It is important at this stage 
to very quickly put to rest 
the rumour that Mr 
Mitchell was constructing 
some sort of a dam at the 
base of the hill he was 
tearing apart. With some 30 
years involvement in civil 
engineering and 
construction, the author has 
undertaken a brief forensic 

survey of the area in 
question and can reveal the 
following approximate 
statistics :

1. A network of about 
1,400m of temporary access 
roads now exposed - used by 
the developer to access the 
quarry material he was 
stripping off the hill
2. Total area affected - 
25,000 m2 mostly above the 
2011 fire break. About two 
acres of bedrock now 
exposed 
3. Material removed : - 
somewhere between 
200,000 and 250,000m3 - 
about 15,000 truck loads 
stripped off the hill

With the high level of 
temporary access roads 
evident, - this was not a dam 
- this is a quarry. Walkers 
may comment that a bund in 
the foreground near the path 
indicates the start of a dam 
wall. This "bund" material is 
more likely a spoil heap of 
removed topsoil (to access 
the gravel) then the start of a 
dam wall.  

Understanding temporary 
construction works and 
excavation techniques has 
provided the author of the 
clear picture of exactly what 
Mr Mitchell was doing on 
the hillside. Clear evidence 
of "work in progress" 
quarrying can be seen from 
a great distance. High on the 
southernmost slope of his 
quarry is a "scoop" scar 
measuring 30m x 20m. This 
is where a bulldozer climbed 
the hill, dug in its blade and 
then reversed down - pulling 
the top layer of gravel with 
it. Further "work in 
progress" can be seen high 
up in the centre of the 
quarry where a significant 
mound of gravel (400m3) 
has been piled up ready for 
removal by the trucks. 

But he was stopped within a 

...continued on page 3

Above:  Bill Mitchell’s access road leading to the quarry
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few months of starting. Jan 
Stekhoven (PBRA Chair at 
the time) and the authors 
father, Chris Case, lobbied 
Caledon municipality and Mr 
Mitchell was instructed to 
stop using the hill as a 
quarry. To "repair" the 
damage he had done - he was 
instructed to spray the area 
with a "seeded emulsion" as 
the Caledon Municipality 
wanted him to try to repair 
some of the damage he had 
started. However this was 
ignored and he sprayed 
straight toxic bitumen (crude 
oil). Evidence of the 
weathered bitumen can still 
now be seen along the 
firebreak and the plots on 
Caesar Road. He was 
instructed to quarry the 
balance of his material 
(about another 850,000 m3) 
on the side of Klein 
Steenbras dam (behind the 
Glen Craig koppie) clearly 
chewing into his profits.   

His greed and subsequent 
disrespect for the 
environment was only the tip 
of the iceberg. 

1. Pringle Post readers are 
encouraged to look up the 
formal Cadastral Survey 
Maps of Pringle pre-1970 
where several Wetlands are 
clearly shown. All Cadastral 
Maps printed afterwards 
don't have the various 
wetlands. From material 
reviewed by the author, 
Town Planning guidelines at 
the time indicated that all 
township extensions or new 
developments should 
preserve wetlands. Why did 

the wetlands disappear from 
formal Government Maps? 
Residents in the vicinity of 
Stream Road may now 
understand why there are 
continual floods...it was 
always a zoned wetland but 
Bill Mitchell somehow had 
this overturned.
2. Earlier pre-1970's town 
plans had a school zoned 
near roughly where Buffels / 
Hangklip / Stream roads 
meet. Its now plots / houses. 
How did the school plot 
about an acre in size – so 
centrally placed just simply 
disappear into more plots?   
3. Further literature 
reviewed indicated that pre 
1972 plot sizes in Pringle Bay 
were approximately 
1,500m2. Yet the bulk of the 

new plot sizes are all 
660m2? How was he able to 
shrink the plot size to less 
than half of the original 
plots in the existing 
township?

The whole feeling and 
development of the 
extended Pringle Bay 
would be completely 
different had Mr Mitchell 
not been so greedy. The 
extension to the town 
would be much better 
suited to its location, with 
a much more balance 
distribution of fynbos, 
appropriate drainage and 
a decent infrastructure, 
not just a grid of 
hundreds of plots with 

many superimposed onto 
sensitive wetlands.
The fynbos will thankfully 
grow back covering over 
the quarry but his greedy 
legacy remains designed 
into the fabric of how our 
town is now laid out.....

But Bill Mitchell - in 
your absence – you've 
been weighed, 
measured – and found 
wanting….

Article written by 
Martin A. Seward-Case
 

Picture shows Bill Mitchells access road leading to the quarry in the background and 
author standing in quarry access road.

... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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The purpose of the Hack 
Group, which was convened 
by John Whitehead in 2004, 
is to eradicate or, at the very 
least, to limit the growth and 
spread of invasive alien 
vegetation in our area, with a 
view to protecting the 
natural fynbos. The 
convenorship was taken over 
by me, Chris Geldenhuys, in 
2014. 
We achieve our mission by 
cutting down and poisoning, 
or uprooting, alien plants 
and trees.  Many of the trees 
are too thick to cut by means 
of a hand saw and for that we 
make use of the chain saws.
The vegetation that is 
targeted consists mainly of 
Rooikrans, Port Jackson, 
Acacia longifolia, Australian 
Myrtle, New Zealand 
Christmas Trees, and many 
others listed in the schedules 
of the relevant conservation 
legislation. The Hack Group 
meets once per month and 
targets chosen areas in 

Pringle Bay.  

A TYPICAL HACK DAY: 
26 FEBRUARY 2017
With the memory of the 
recent fire disaster fresh in 
people's minds, the Pringle 
Bay Hack Group gathered at 
Droster's Gat on 26 
February, fully motivated 
and inspired. They moved to 
the entrance of Pringle Bay 
where they cleared the 
verges along Buffels Road up 
to the Ursula Road 
intersection. The infestation 
was mainly Flowering Gum 
and Rooikrans trees, which 
are a serious threat to the 
Fynbos. The hackers were 
faced with some senior 
Flowering Gum trees. This 
was not a mere Sunday hack, 
it was heavy work, more like 
a tree felling exercise. Jolly 
good show, guys!!! The 
accompanying photographs 
show the result of our 
efforts.

Before After

The group consisted of 26 
members for this specific 
hack. Currently the hack 
group has 37 members on 
the books. The attendance is 
on average between 20 and 
27 members per occasion, 
due to the natural 
movement and availability 
of residents. 
A special word of thanks to 
the members of the Betty's 
Bay Hack for their 
attendance and support of 
the Pringle Bay Hack. Their 
efforts and encouragement 
are, as always, greatly 
appreciated. 
The ever necessary mid-
morning refreshments, 
served at 10h00, are 
normally prepared and 
delivered by Dave and Lena 
Muirhead, for which we are 
very grateful. Again a 
special word of thanks goes 
to Peter and Joyce of the 
Mini Mark for the generous 
monthly donation of the 
ingredients for the tea and 
sandwiches for the Hack 
Group. It is essential for 
keeping up the spirits and 
energy! 
The monthly hack takes 
place on the last Sunday of 
every month, except for 
December w hen we take a 

break. We meet on the 
pavement opposite Droster's 
Gat, on Central Avenue, 
Pringle Bay, at 08:30am. 
After a briefing we proceed 
to the hack site. The hack 
stops at 11:30am. Everyone 
who would like to help rid 
Pringle Bay of alien 
vegetation will be welcomed.  
Hacking tools are provided 
but you need to bring your 
own protective gloves and 
sturdy shoes. Contact Chris 
at (028) 273 8588, or just 
turn up at the meeting point.

Wednesday Hack
In addition to the monthly 
Pringle Bay Hack some 
members also support the 
Betty's Bay Hack Group 
which convenes every 
Wednesday. During recent 
weeks this group committed 
to fighting the ever present 
Australian Myrtle, which is 
growing between the R44 
verge and the plot 
community towards the 
mountain. Most of this 
vegetation is already more 
than two meters high. The 
plot owners are of the 
opinion that it is the 
authorities' responsibility 
and the authorities are of the 

...continued on page 5
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For more info:
Bernard

Cell 062 041 2855
naturesscapespb@gmail.com

P���� L�����
M.B.S.R.A (SA)

32 P������ R���
P������ B��

083 626 8747
chumlittle@icloud.com

In Pringle Bay, 14 Central Road

Trading hours Mon to Thursday 9h00 to 18h00
Fridays 9h00 to 19h00

Sat 9h00 to 18h00 | Sundays 10h30 to 14h00

Turn left @ circle Telephone: 
028 273 8280

opinion that it is the owners' 
duty to remove these aliens. 
In the process nothing has 
been done and it is now 
growing out of control! So 
the Wednesday Hack Group 
intervened. The hacks were 

attended by between 8 and 
12 hackers. Thank you guys, 
that was really a big 
achievement and it is still 
continuing!
The photos show what has 
been achieved so far.

Before

After
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THE STORY OF THE PRINGLE BAY BLACK 
OYSTERCATCHERS OF SUMMER  2016/2017

Every year the Black 
Oystercatchers of Pringle 
Bay set out on their difficult 
path to produce and raise 
their chicks on the populated 
beach of Pringle Bay, 
specifically over the festive 
season. And every year the 
residents of our pristine 
town get cold shivers as the 
Oystercatchers assemble in 
their pairs to lay eggs and 
hatch their young and 
vulnerable chicks.

Last year the first nests 
were established around 18 

November 2016 and the nests 
were demarcated to warn the 
public of the sensitivity of that 
area. Sometimes I am not sure 
whether it is a good or bad 
thing! The curiosity of our 
human species knows no 
bounds and we want to see 
and experience everything, to 
the detriment of the nerves of 
the parent Oystercatchers! 

On the 24th of December 
2016 the nest closest to the 
Susan Road pathway was built 
and the eggs were laid in that 
period. On the 18th of 

January 2017 the first chick 
was hatched at about 12h00 
and the second chick later 
during the afternoon. Now the 
Oystercatchers had a serious 
challenge to keep the prowling 
dogs away from the nest! But 
the good parents kept guard 
and kept them safe in and 
around the nest for the rest of 
the day and night of the 18th.

The next morning on the 
19th at about 11h30, as the tide 
allowed, the parents took the 
youngsters to the rocks in order 
to keep them close and feed 

them from the rocks.
The parents kept the 

chicks on the rocks for the rest 
of the day until 18h30, feeding 
and teaching them how to 
harvest from the rocks, as 
young as they were!

Just after 18h30 that 
afternoon the two chicks were 
escorted back to the nest and 
the safety of the dune. They 
had really waited until the 
very last opportunity to 
descend the rocks, at which 
stage the one chick almost 
drowned in the incoming tide, 
but managed to survive!

This procedure was 
followed for the next two to 
three weeks, according to the 
tides. At low tide the chicks 
were taken to the rocks and 
when the tide came in they 
were brought back to the nest 
and the dunes. The last time 
both the chicks were seen, 
along with their parents, was 
the 6th of February 2017. 
Some of the residents 
reported that the first chick 
was caught by an eagle on the 
7th of February and a week 
later the second chick was 
caught by a crow on the same 
spot on the rocks, right 
between the parents. 

In the meantime, at the 
beginning of November 2016, 
another nest was formed at 
the furthest end of the beach, 
close to the launching site. In 
this nest, of the two eggs, only 
one chick hatched, but the 
parents and the chick 
disappeared almost 

...continued on page 7
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immediately, leaving the one 
egg unattended in the nest. 
Nobody knew what happened 
to them. About the middle of 
January 2017 a pair of 
Oystercatchers started 
breeding again on the same 
nest which had the one 
abandoned egg. 

They laid another egg and 
by the 13th February 2017 the 
one egg hatched and you could 
see that these were seasoned 
parents.

They took the chick to the 
closest rocks, on the southern 
end of the beach. There they 
kept the chick in the ravines of 
the rocks, in order to protect it 
from all the predators and the 
public. They stayed there for 
most of the time, only during 
extreme tide changes did they 
dare to take the chick back to 
the dunes. As at 21 March 
2017 the chick was healthy and 
progressing well.

Initially the thought was 
that the Oystercatchers' 
biggest enemy is the humans, 
but the reality is that they are 
being confronted by all the 
holiday makers and their dogs 
during the brooding time on 
the nest. But once the chicks 
are hatched, it is not only the 
people and their dogs, but all 
the predators in the area, like 
the crows, eagles, otters, and 

sometimes the other 
Oystercatchers also form a 
threat.

If we want the African 
Black Oystercatchers to breed 
successfully on our beach we 
must make every effort to 
educate our friends and other 
visitors, so that we improve 
their chances of success as 
much as we can. In an effort to 
raise their chicks, they face 
enough other challenges!  

JULIA GRISS     (Reg. AHPC/ICF/COMENSA)

C 082 904 8224      Email      juliainneredge@gmail.com
134 Albatross Road,  Pringle Bay          Travel Massage  by Arrangement

THE PERFECT WAY TO GOOD HEALTH

Therapeutic Deep Tissue Massage
Lomi Lomi Massage
Sports Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Therapeutic Reexology
Life Coaching
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SPORE IN ONS OMGEWING – SINERGIE IS DIE WAGWOORD!

Hier bo is Christene met Mickey Blue, DJ en Truffles

“As far as we know ,we are 
a normal family”...is 'n 
gesegde van vriendin Mini wat 
in Boesman se watergat geld.  
Ons kan maar lekker oproerig 

wees onder mekaar maar kyk 
net wat gebeur as ons dorp 
brand? Staan saam kameraad!

Naas die brande was daar 
nog 'n gebeurtenis wat die dorp 

aan die gons het. Pringlebaai 
het drie baie besonderse 
inwoners bygekry. Die drie 
mannetjies Alpacas, wat lyk 
soos Lamas (net kleiner) het 'n 
nuwe tuiste in Elizabeth Straat 
gevind en lyk vreeslik gelukkig. 
Hulle bly in 'n pragtig 
omheinde erf met 'n skuiling 
vir wind en weer en vreet 
natuurlike gras wat op die erf 
voorkom.Hulle kan nie spring 
nie..so no jumping the fence 
there!  Meeste Pringlebaaiers 
het hulle gulhartig verwelkom 
nadat hulle gevind het dat 
hierdie stil, skoon klein 
kameelagtige diertjies niemand 
pla nie. 'n Paar lede van ons 
gemeenskap het egter nie kans 
gesien om sy water af te staan 
vir sy buurman se akker nie en 
het klagtes oor die drie boeties 
gaan lê wat nou baie 
reperkussies veroorsaak.

 Die Alpaca is geklassifiseer 
as “domestic animal” net soos 
al ons ander troeteldiere 
waarvoor ons so lief is.

*****
Boesman het baie lank 

gaan sit en en dink oor die hele 
saak  omdat hy 'n soortgelyke  
geval gehad het, waar 
troeteldiere of “domestic 
animals” 'n groot inpak op die 
natuurlike omgewing kan 
maak. 

In die Groote Kruger 
Nasionale Park , Boesman se 
eertydse tuiste, was personeel 
destyds toegelaat om katte aan 
te hou maar geen honde nie. 
Dit was 'n hengse fout omdat 
die inpak van huiskatte nooit 
uitgewis kan word nie. Wat 
gebeur het is dat die 
huishoudelike troetel-katte 
gepaar het met die African 
Wild Cat wat veroorsaak het 
dat mens skielik vreemde 
ongediertes in die veld 
opgemerk het wat 
KATatstrofiese gevolge het. Die 
situasie kan die uitwissing van 
'n spesie ('n baie besonderse 
spesie) veroorsaak. Die 
probleem word egter groter 
aangesien huiskatte virusse dra 
waarteen wilde katte nie 
bestand is nie. Die probleem 
word egter nog groter! Katte 
vreet ander katte! 'n Luiperd 
het uiteindelik al die huiskatte 

in Skukuza ( Boesman se 
tuisdorp) opgevreet. ..soos 
Boesman van te vore berig het: 
die misterie van verdwyning 
van huiskatte in Pringlebaai. 
Leeu vreet luiperd, luiperd 
vreet rooikat, rooikat op sy 
beurt wildekat en so aan.

Die gevolg is: bedreiging 
van virusse vir alle katte. 

Genoeg oor katte ...terug 
by die Alpacas!

*****
Vergelyk Alpacas met die 

hond. 'n Alpaca jaag en vang 
nie die bedreigde  Swart Tobie 
kuikens nie...en wat van die 
piepklein Strandkiewiet 
kuikentjie,  wat Boesman met 
sy eie oe aanskou het, hoe 'n 
hond , sonder leiband, op onse 
mooie strand gejaag het! Nooit 
weer het Boesman daai 
kuikentjie  gesien nie?? 
Alpacas blaf nie in die nag 
onophoudelik nie en ook nie as 
mens  rustig jou dagstappie 
deur die strate van Pringlebaai 
geniet nie...hulle storm nie op 
jou af  as jy draf nie!  Die mis 
van Alpacas lok geen vliee nie, 
maak goeie kompos, is 
reukloos  en hulle mis op een 
hoop... so jou kans om per 
toeval daarin te trap is zero. 
Vergelyk dit met jou hond?

Terug by die huiskat se 
teelery: Alpacas kan met geen 
inheemse wild lewe teel nie so 
geen bedreiging vir ons 
omgewing nie. 

Genade getroue 
Pringlebaaiers...  in ons dorp is 
hier reeds twee skape en 'n 
hoenderhaan as troeteldiere 
buiten al ons honde, katte en 
ander geliefdes.

Boesman groet  met 
STAAN SAAM KAMERAAD! 
Leef in sinergie en laat water 
oor jou buurman se akker 
loop!

NS: Alpacas weeg tussen 
48 en 84kg en hul wol is is 
warmer, ligter en duursamer 
as skaapwol maar 
peperduur...maar moenie 
sommer net in hul kampie 
klouter nie. Hulle is baie goeie 
wagdiere alhoewel hulle uit jou 
hand sal eet as jy bekend is 
aan hulle.

Boesman groet almal wat water oor die ander man 
se akker laat loop asook almal wat nie water oor 

die ander man se akker laat loop nie



STOEP STORIES, BY BARRY CRYSTAL 

Q. How 
does the 
manager of 
Hake Away 
manage to 
take away the 
daily stress of life ?

 
A. He goes fishing.
 
Meet Freddie Mathews, 

fisherman extraordinaire, 
former Warrant Officer with 
the S.A.Police, past 2000 
meter W.Provence athlete and 
National badminton star of 
the annual police games. Now 
manager of Hake Away, one of 
the best 'Fish 'n Chips 
establishment in South Africa. 
Most evenings, weather 
permitting, after a long and 
grueling day, satisfying his 
discerning customers, 6 days a 
week, Freddie gets home 
around 9 pm, grabs his fishing 
gear, and heads for his 
favourite fishing spot, where 
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Sitting on my stoep, is the perfect place to contemplate the
idiosyncrasies of life, as the stories I relate clearly illustrate.

he indulges himself doing 
what he loves best.... fishing 
until 3.30 am. You'd think 
that having spent all day 
preparing and serving fish, the 
last thing he would want to 
do, is look another fish in the 
eye, but having spent most of 
his youth on the West Coast, 
the sea flows in his blood and 
this is his way of relaxing. No, 
he doesn't catch Hake, that 
comes fresh directly from the 
fishing boats around our 
coast, he catches Yellow Tail, 
Snoek and once brought in a 
10 kilo Tuna on a hand line. 
He tells me that the only 
woman he loves, is his 17 year 
old daughter. I didn't ask him 
if he's attached, but if he is 
not, girls, he is a good “catch”.

THE MYSTERIES       
OF LIFE

While most people are 
pre-occupied with Zille, Zuma 
and Trump, I have far more 
pressing matters to think 
about and come up with the 
correct answers.

 
Q. Why do we spend 

millions of Rands and 
huge labour costs on 
painting thousands of 
kilometers of road, with 
a double solid white line, 
and the broken dotted 
white line in the middle.

 
A. Nobody has been 

able to give me a logical 
answer, including a 
senior traffic officer.

 
We all know you must 

never overtake, when there is 
a solid white line. To overtake 
on a double solid white is 
suicidal and is reserved for 
kamikaze drivers. It is 
however permissible and safe 
to overtake on a broken 
dotted white line. So why 

spend costly time, to 
meticulously paint the broken 
white lines, in-between the 2 
solid white lines, when in fact 
the broken dotted line has no 
function and is irrelevant. Just 
think of the costly time 
required to paint thousands of 
kilometers of broken lines as 
well as the thousands of 
gallons of expensive special 
road paint needed. What a 
waste of money, think of how 
many eBenz's you could buy 
with that.

 
Q. In Gordons Bay, 

(across the road from 
Pick 'n Pay) is a well kept 
cemetery

     with hundreds of 
crosses as head stones.

 
A. Will someone please 

let me know why they are 
there.

 
I assume it's a cemetery of 

fallen soldiers, but how does 
almost a battalion of them end 
up in Gordons Bay. If they are 
from World Wars 1 and 2, how 
were they able to repatriate 
them all.

Tel: (028) 273-8808

Fax: (028) 273-8121

Cell: 084 460 6070

Web: www.seeff.com

Email: pringlebay@seeff.com

368 Pass Road, Pringle Bay

John du Toit

Paul Bulfon

...continued on page 10
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MON - FRI: 8AM - 6PM
SAT: 8AM - 2PM

SUN: 8.30AM - 1PM
(Sundays during School Holidays only)

CELL: 083 947 6376

Q. When you watch a 
Superugby  game, you see 
the coach or manager, 
talking 10 to the dozen 
into a microphone, who 
is he talking to.

 
A. I ask all my rugger 

buddies, but no one 
knows for sure.

 
If they are talking into a 

walkie talkie, who are they 
talking to. Someone said they 

STOEP STORIES, CONTINUES...

are instructing the medic or 
water boys to relay a message 
to the captain, if that was the 
case, they would need 30 
minutes or more to relay the 
message, as they talk into the 
microphone throughout the 
game. Another theory is that 
the coach or manager is 
recording his memoirs. 
Personally, I think they are 
freelancing, by commentating 
for a rival TV or Radio 
channel. 

 With a little bit of imagination see how our Bio-sphere 
animals are set in stone.

 

 
The Elephant in the bottom of 
my garden.

 
The tortoise on the hill
 
 

The crocodiles on the road to Rooi Els.

Photography by Shirley Hansen

...facing to the left ...facing to the right



CRIME PREVENTION – ROLE OF THE CAMERA SYSTEM IN PRINGLE BAY

79 Main Road
Kleinmond

A/H: 083 440 5191

Tel: 028 271 4183
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Background
The original system was installed in 2011 following a community fund 
raising campaign. It uses a combination of licence plate recognition 
(LPR) and overview (CCTV) cameras to record all vehicles entering or 
leaving Pringle Bay and check registration numbers against a database 
of suspect vehicles. The cameras are interconnected through a high 
speed radio network to recording stations in the village and recently to 
an SAPS managed database. Additional privately funded CCTV 
cameras were subsequently introduced at other strategic points in the 
area. 

The cameras have proved very successful in preventing crime 
 · Break-ins were reduced to negligible levels for four years   
  following installation to the point where there was little 
  support or need for an active neighbourhood watch
 · Several criminals were arrested or jailed as a result of  
  recorded photographic evidence
 · There is little or no drive-in crime in Pringle Bay (house 
  break-ins are typically organised by syndicate criminals who 
  are dropped off and collected on the R44)

Toward the end of 2015 break-in incidents increased in line with the 
general rise in crime in the Hangklip area and also spread to previously 
unaffected parts of Pringle Bay. Reduced SAPS presence and ineffective 
use of private alarm systems contributed to Pringle Bay becoming a 
“crime soft spot”. Most break-ins occur at night in houses with 
inactive alarms although many are occupied and frequently 
have visiting guests. This becomes an indicator to syndicate 
gangs that they can easily get in and out of the area without 
the break-in being detected until the following day. 

Senior SAPS officials advised the community to focus on crime 
prevention through development of a “reactive” neighbourhood watch 
and enhanced use of electronic surveillance equipment. After 
establishment of the PB Street Watch (PBSW) in November 2016 two 
break-in alerts were posted on the PBSW 911 WhatsApp while 
intruders were still in the area.  These resulted in rapid responsive 
action. In the first incident an arrest was made when the suspects were 
flushed from the bush in the entrance area. In the second incident 
(mid January) observation was maintained on the R44 leading to a 
“near” miss on three suspects after they were picked up in a getaway 
vehicle. Crime incidents have since fallen significantly but will pick up 
again unless we persist with implementation of sustainable prevention 
and apprehension procedures. The key point is that early 
detection of intruders enables a rapid reaction which leads 
to prevention. 

A very recent example of the use of camera monitoring occurred when 
a suspect vehicle with a false registration was reported and noted on a 
locally sited camera. This enabled subsequent identification and arrest 
of the suspects. As at mid-March 2017 no breakins were reported over 
the preceding four weeks and the SAPS consider the camera system to 
be a significant contributor to crime reduction.

The PBRA committee agreed to review and upgrade the camera system 
to enhance detection capability. Fortunately the design provides for 
flexible expansion and enables controlled access to appropriate users.

LPR Cameras
The primary objective is twofold 
(1) Prevention of Crime (2) Successful Conviction.

The LPR (Licence Plate Recognition) cameras located at the entrance 
have now been connected to a cloud database of suspect vehicles 
maintained by SAPS personnel. This system includes stolen and 
hijacked vehicles as well as other categories of listed vehicles, such as 
those known or suspected to be involved with House Robberies, ATM 
card theft, Bank Following, Shoplifting, Poaching, Drug related 
activities, Cloned and False plates, etc. It has proved very effective in 
detecting and tracking movement of vehicles leading to the arrest of 
suspects. A suspect vehicle was recently detected in Pringle Bay and 
reported to the PBSW.
The network is being expanded through the Western Cape as well as 
nationally. It currently covers the peninsula area, southern and 
northern suburbs, Stellenbosch, Somerset West and surrounds. If a 
suspect vehicle passes an LPR point, it sends an alert which gets 

verified and passed to various potential responders including SAPS, 
Flying Squad, K9 units, local security companies etc. Alerts with 
limited content can also be directed to neighbourhood watch groups. 
Vehicle images and registration numbers are recorded for later 
retrieval. Video images of all passing traffic are recorded locally and 
available for later retrieval.

Access to the system and data is restricted to SAPS- authorised 
personnel. Information may be required for court evidence and 
images from these cameras are therefore not available for public 
access, in keeping with the POPI Act and to avoid any contravention 
of the judicial processes. 
These cameras function on a “failsafe” basis in that basic image 
recording is independent of radio or internet networks. The primary 
computer and uninterrupted power supply unit have exceeded their 
service life and are being replaced. 

CCTV Cameras
These operate on a different server to the LPR system. The images are 
currently directed to selected security personnel but could be made 
available to PBSW sectors to enable “Virtual Street Patrols”. 

Video images and alert signals from specific cameras could be sent to 
a sector smartphone, tablet or computer. As an example, if 
unexpected movement is detected late at night an alarm notification 
would be sent to the sector device to accompany the video image. A 
“virtual patroller” will be alerted and able to observe key access points 
from the comfort of home. Should a break-in occur there will be 
recorded footage of all vehicle or human traffic passing the cameras 
available for later analysis. Once intruders become aware that their 
movement is actively “watched” they will be deterred from entering 
the area.

Practical use of this technology by the PBSW will have to be tested 
and developed in a pilot location before being recommended for 
general use. Support and funding will need to come from individual 
sectors but ultimately the network could be expanded to cover all 
locations. 

Other Technology under consideration
Apprehension of intruders inside Pringle Bay is made difficult by the 
bushy terrain which provides easy hiding and escape routes. However 
modern mobile infrared detection equipment is becoming a cost 
effective solution to this problem

 · Drone camera surveillance
  A private drone was used by the PBSW team to locate the  
  thieves following a break-in last November.
 · Infrared Detection
  Fixed and portable infrared detection equipment is available  
  and will be researched for use in Pringle Bay.
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KEN JY DIE MENS...DEUR KERNEELS

Vroeg in Januarie verskyn daar 'n nuwe teken op 
die venster van die gebou reg langs Tickle Mouse:

THE CLINIC (te danke aan Zirkia)
Ons het 'n splinternuwe jong dokter gekry!

Dokter Audrey Zietsman, het 

vanaf Houtbaai haar klein 

voetjies stewig in Pringlebaai 

kom plant...en wat 'n 

aanwins!
Dr Zietsman het in 2008 

haar mediese graad aan die 

Universiteit van Wits verkry. 

'n Regte slimkop , slaag sy 

matriek met sewe 

onderskeidings en 

verower'n beurs om medies 

te gaan swot. Terug in 

Houtbaai, kom kuier sy en 

haar familie in Bettiesbaai 

en raak oombliklik verlief 

op ons omgewing.  In 

Betties kon sy nie 'n perseel 

vind om 'n praktyk te begin 

nie en ry toe deur 

PringleBaai en kom op die 

Hangklip Hotel af. Iemand 

daar weet toevallig van 'n 

lee kantoorspasie in Peak 

Road waar Stewart eers sy 

fotografie studio, STEW-

ART, bedryf het...en voilla! 

Hier trek sy in..voete 

gevind!
Audry is getroud met Garth 

en in haar eie woorde is hy 

eintlik die slimkop. Hy is 'n  

statistikus wat allerhande 

syfers en nommers op enige 

papiertjie neerskryf en niks 

mag weggegooi word nie 

aangesien hy als gebruik vir 

enige nuwe navorsing en 

berekeninge wat hy doen. 

Buiten dit kan niemand 

anders as hy-self dit lees nie 

aangesien sy handskrif piep-

klein is...net soos Dr Aydrey! 

Sy lyk 19 jaar oud maar spog 

dat sy wel al tien jaar 

getroud is om haar 

ouderdom te regverdig!
Audrey en Garth het 'n drie 

jarige dogtertjie, Gwynevere, 

wat sy as haar stokperdjie 

beskou. Sy se as sy tyd het 

borduur sy graag, skilder ook 

en is lief vir lees. Sy is ook 'n 

kranige fotograaf.
Haar benadering in haar 

praktyk is holisties en sy 

behandel nie net die pasient 

nie maar spreek ook die 

omstandighede en mense 

rondom die pasient 

aan...vandaar haar vroere 

betrokkenheid by 

gemeenskapsdiens. Sy is 

passievol oor haar beroep 

daarom is haar konsultasie 

fooi baie billik en sluit wel 

proseduris in, en ook is daar 

afslag vir pensionarisse .
Renate Berger, jare lange 

inwoner van Pringlebaai, 

assisteer as verpleegkundige 

en vriendelike 

ontvangsdame is Cherne. 

THE CLINIC is oop 

KLEINMOND
Maandag tot Vrydag: 

09:00 – 12:30 
Saterdag: 

9:00 - 12:00 
Adres is: 135 Hoofweg 

PRINGLE BAAI 
 Maandag tot Vrydag: 

13:30 - 16:30 
Openbare Vakansiedae 

9:00 - 12:00 
Adres is 441 Peak Straat                      

(langs Ticklemouse)

Audrey en familie. 
Audrey en Garth het by MENSA ontmoet.



TO ALL THE UNSUNG HEROES...

Pringle Bay

RSE TN OR NO EC WD AR RA EH

EASIGAS 

@ fixed low rates 

delivered to your door 

during business hours

Tel.: 028 273 8669

423 Circle Crescent 

Pringle Bay

cornerstone1@telkomsa.net
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The small but helpful 
community of Pringle Bay 
needs to be acknowledged for 
their part in the traumatic 
situation around the recent 
fires.
Our community was tested to 
its limits during the past two 
fires, the one in Pringle Bay on 
20 February and the more 
recent one on 19 March in 
Rooi Els.
The response for helping to 
provide the fire fighters with 
food, water etc. was 
overwhelming.   In cases where 
the occupants had to evacuate 
their premises, they found 
shelter and open homes to 
accommodate them in their 
traumatised situation.
Our sincere thanks go out to 
the firefighter teams.   It is 
amazing to see how organized 
they are and watch the co-
ordination between them – 
their knowledge is of 
inestimable value – GREAT 
GUYS AND GIRLS – we feel 
safe with you around.
The ground team organising 
the food and water needs to 
get special thanks as well, they 
worked around the clock and 
very efficient to keep 
everybody comfortable.    The 
911 Emergency Group also 
needs an applause, keeping 
everybody informed and up to 
date with warnings if 
necessary.   WELL DONE.
This is what makes Pringle Bay 
so very special.   In time of 
need, the community stands 
together and help one another.
It is indeed great to be part of 
a caring community like 
Pringle Bay.
Trudi Lötter

And other thanks 
I would imagine that we would 
fall under the heading of 
“Swallows”  as we do not live 
in Pringle Bay, but do own and 
have owned our cottage since 
1979. As such, we are not able 
to attend the many advertised 
meetings and gatherings. This 
being so, we do apologize. 
However, we are filled with 
gratitude to all those Pringle 
Bay residents who take such 
enormous responsibility for 
the village and all its 
challenges.
 
May we express our heart-felt 
gratitude and admiration for 

those who initiated the Fire 
Fighting Unit many years ago  
(thank you, Clayton and 
team!!) We happened to 
arrive in the village two hours 
before the fire started on 
Monday afternoon. We would 
also like to offer our sympathy 
to the family whose home was 
burnt and to those whose 
properties were damaged. The 
work of the helicopter pilots 
and fire-spotting planes was 
amazing to watch….and those 
on the ground, all afternoon 
and for the next 24 hours. 
Thank you!
 My husband had just paid his 
subs that morning 

(M.J.Theron) and we shall in 
due course send a donation to 
be used towards the fire-
fighting team. (215  Hangklip 
Road) .
 
Please accept our apologies 
for not being able to attend 
the meeting this week. 
Yours sincerely
Renee and Marius Theron.

Dear Chairman
We really appreciate and 
thank you for the kind words. 
We also want to thank the 
Community of Pringlebay for 
their support and believing in 
Overstrand Municipality 

Protection services.
Regards
Lester Smith
Chief Fire & Rescue & Disaster 
Management & Security 
Services
Overstrand Municipality

We cannot say thank you 
enough to all those involved in 
the saving of our beautiful 
village and our home in  
Caesar Road. We have 
donated Rxxxxx to go into the 
firefighting fund - proof of 
payment attached.

...continued on page 14
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Once again thank you to 
everyone involved -you 

are all awesome!!!!

Please find proof of payment 
as a donation towards the 
Pringle Bay fire dpt. We are so 
enormously grateful to the 
team, as mentioned below, for 
what they did and how it was 
done.
As a result of the fire we have 
been thinking and wondering 
how we could help and assist 
should this happen again.
1. We thought that maybe all 
men in Pringle Bay should 
receive a day course in “How 
to act and assist in case of 
fire”.
2. These names can then go on 
to a list “fire assistance list” to 
be used in case of fire.
3. What to do before you leave 
your home. E.g. do you need to 
connect your hosepipes? Do 
you need to switch off the 
electricity?
4  When assisting with 
“vuurslaan” what to bring 
along?

5. Should every household 
have a “vuurslaan broom”?
6.  At what stage should you 
leave your house?
These are just a few things 
that came up in discussions 
and I thought it worth the 
while to mention.
Herewith I salute the fire 
fighter team of Pringle Bay!

Dear Chairman,
I hereby wish to applaud all 
parties who saved Pringle Bay 
from a near disaster! This 
should be an important 
warning sign to all owners of 
property in Pringle Bay that 
fire will always be a hazard in 
that area due to the strong 
winds we get accustomed to.
My question is: Is there any 
enforceable measures put in 
place to get the owners to 
clear their plots from 
overgrowth and alien 
vegetation? I think it is unfair 
if certain owners are not 
attending to the overgrowth 
on their property and is 
creating a huge fire risk to 
their neighbours and other 

properties in Pringle Bay.

I am proud to be part of this 
community. Sometimes a bit 
childish , but pulled together 
in a strong support group.
Salute all our brave men and 
women who tried and wo
n over forces of nature .
Good morning. After I have 
read this - the true 
community spirit- I wish that 
I can retire earlier and 
become part of it! Thank you 
so much! I live in Namibia 
and heavily depend on your 
good will to look after my 
interests as well.
We are in awe of the selfless 
service of these good men and 
women in our community 
and are very grateful for their 
efforts in saving our house in 
Caesar Road from the recent 
wildfire.
It was particularly instructive 
that the fynbos incinerated 
extremely quickly (fast 
enough that the flames did 
not linger and cause damage 

to wooden fences) – the exact 
opposite was true of aliens 
such as Port Jackson Fig that 
burned for some time and 
caused considerable damage 
to fences and woodwork. We 
must therefore support the 
regular hacks that are 
organised and we will be 
looking to try and co-ordinate 
our visits to Pringle Bay with 
these valuable interventions.
Glad that no-one was hurt in 
this catastrophe in spite of 
putting their lives at serious 
risk both on the ground and in 
the air. We have been told of 
the helicopter pilots bravery in 
dousing the fire on the border 
of our property several times 
in order to save it and that this 
required dangerous flights 
into the thick smoke and 
flames in a relatively small 
constrained environment 
between the mountain and 
telephone poles.
The ground support was 
equally brave especially given 
the speed of the fire in tinder 
dry conditions whipped up by 

...continued on page 15
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Freshly baked
Rusks and cookies daily

No additives

Country Fare

Pringle House, Pringle Bay
Phone: 028-273-8021
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commute between here and 
Pringle Bay.
On Monday afternoon, my 
neighbour called to tell me of 
the approaching fire. It was 
the most frightening call to 
receive and being so far away 
and unable to do anything; 
was just the worst feeling 
ever!
The gentleman who looks 
after our little house managed 
to load his car with a few 
moveable's, but for the rest we 
were at the mercy of the wind 
and flames! Jacques kept me 
up to date and sent 
photographs of the 
approaching flames; the 
feeling was indescribable. 
What we have worked so hard 
for and cherish could vanish 
in a few minutes.
Through the valiant effort of 
the amazing fire fighters and 
our community, our little 
home was spared. For this, I 
am truly grateful and 
indebted. No amount of words 
can express my gratitude!
We would like to make a 
donation toward the fire 

fighters and I was wondering 
if there is a bank account into 
which we could donate?

It's really fantastic how 
youguys look after the 
residents of Pringle Bay! I'm 
a very proud foreign owner of 
a property there. If the 
country was run in the same 
way, South African wouldn't 
have any problems! 
Yes indeed, a million thanks 

to all our brave firefighters. 
They are all amazing heroes.
Thanks for publishing that 
notice about them.

Thank you to everyone 
concerned. Your efforts are 
very much appreciated.

Also, thank you for your letter 
keeping us informed.

the extreme south-easter that 
just would not stop blowing.
So too, the support from the 
community showed how South 
Africans stand together in 
adversity and we are especially 
proud to be associated with all 
of them.
Although we personally 
thanked Clayton and one of 
the Fire Marshalls at the Fire 
Station – please pass on our 
sincere appreciation to all 
concerned. We shall provide 
donations to their costs in the 
near future.

Hi! 
It was traumatizing hearing 
about it the fire from Cape 
Town and being helpless . So 
relieved for the village but feel 
bad for the owners of the 
burnt house and damaged 
others .
Those fire fighters are heroes 
thanks to them .

Dear PBRA
I work in Johannesburg and 

PRINGLE BAY 
COMMUNITY 

HALL

A beautiful and well equipped community hall in 
Pringle Bay is available for weddings, seminars, 

fitness classes, birthdays, and more.  We also rent 
out crockery, cutlery etc.

For more info and bookings please contact 

Sue Visagie on 028 273 8224

Need a hall for hire?

- Laptop and Computer repairs
- Hardware & software upgrades
- Technical Support
- Computer Training
- ADSL Internet setup 

Drosters Centre | 426 Central Road | Pringle Bay | 7196
Tel: 028-273 8767  |  Cell: 084-577-2-926 | eFax: 086-513 4783

eMail: conroy@pringle-it.com  |  www.pringle-it.com

Computer Support Services
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What a magnificent and 
dramatic part of the world we 
live in, gale force winds, 
massive storms and raging 
fires are only a couple of the 
harsh elements we face living 
in these prestigious parts. Even 
with all our creature comforts 
these extreme conditions can 
make things unpleasant for us, 
and threaten our lives and 
homesteads.

Bearing this in mind take a 
moment to consider the fauna 
and flora of our biosphere and 
how well they are adapted to 
not only survive but thrive in 
this environment.
Plants that need strong winds 
to disperse seeds, fires to 
enable germination not to 
mention plants that are 
adapted to life underground to 
protect them from our fire 
regimes. 
The animals of the biosphere 
are no exception, they also 
have had to adapt to cope with 
ever changing conditions. 

Reptiles in particular, being 
ectotherms, have to survive 
the long cold winters of the 
cape. 

Reptiles feel the bite of winter 
as they need to regulate their 
body temperature with the aid 
of the sun to enable cellular 
function, so if we have a 2 
week cold spell these animals 
basically shut down their 
metabolism and go into a semi 
dormant state until the 
weather is optimal once again 
for them to heat up and start 
moving around. Reptiles face a 
continual struggle to keep 
their bodies in a perfect 
temperature zone.

One of the interesting snakes 
from our region is the berg 
adder (Bitis atropos), it is a 
small insignificant looking 
snake that is adapted to life in 
the cold at high and low 
altitudes in our region. The 
snake has a grey to black 
undertone with red , orange or 

gold half moon markings 
running along the spine of the 
animal.

These small snakes have a 
couple of features that make 
them masters of survival for 
the biosphere.

Their darker colouration 
enable them to attract a lot of 
heat, this aids them in 
reaching that optimal 
temperature when basking 
even at low light. They also 
have a powerful venom that 
helps them catch and digest 
their prey, the prey consists of 
a number of vertebrates,  
including frogs,lizards and 
rodents. The venom type of 
this snake is somewhat of a 
cocktail. It includes cytotoxins 
and neurotoxin, the cytotoxic 
effects of the venom do just as 
much damage as any other 
cytotoxic animal. It causes 
lots of pain and necrosis 
accompanied by swelling and 
pain. The interesting part of 
this snakes venom is the 
neurotoxic component, it 
specifically acts on the facial 
nervous system causing loss 
of sight loss of smell and taste 
and in severe cases these 
symptoms can persist forever 
due to nerve damage.

Berg adders are found in all 

habitats in our biosphere, from 
the mountain tops down to the 
valley streams and coastal 
plains. In other parts of our 
country they seem to be much 
more of a habitat specialist as 
they are prone to mountainous 
terrain well above sea level.
 
Another interesting adaptation 
is that these snakes are live 
bearing..... giving birth to 
several live young every other 
year. This is a great adaptation 
as the snakes are able to 
thermoregulate very well 
under our extreme 
temperature variations 
ensuring a much more stable 
environment for the young to 
develop in. 

Once the young are born they 
are probably around 10 cm in 
length and have to cope with 
these harsh conditions from 
the get go. 

So next time you see one of 
these under appreciated 
marvels of our biosphere take 
a moment to consider the 
impressive adaptations that 
these animals go through to 
survive our harsh environment 
and this may bring new 
appreciation  to a often 
misunderstood species.

F.G.van Zyl

water storage tanks
AGENT FOR NEL TANKS

SHIRLEY HANSEN
083 787 2211

bettysbaytanks@gmail.com



PRINGLE BAY BEST OF THE BEST PHOTO COMPETITION

THANKS/RECOGNITION CORNER

Above is Dawn Myburgh's photo of the Oystercatchers on the beach 
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Send in your favourite photo 
that you have taken of 
Pringle Bay.
The winner will be published 
in the each edition of the 
Pringle Post and will be 
entitled to  'bragging rights' 
Although the on-line version 
of the Pringle Post is 
available on our website in 
full colour, but because it is 
printed in black and white, 
preference will be given to 
photos that will reproduce 
better in black and white.
Email your photos to :- 
editor@pringlebayratepayer
s.co.za

We would like to thanks the 

Clean4U and their staff for 

the superb job of cleaning 

the Community Hall after 

the February fire. The hall 

was used by the firefighters 

during the fire.

Email your photos or interesting 

stories of Pringle Bay to :- 

editor@pringlebayratepayers.co.z
 

“ OOM PIETA”

Baie dankie vir die 
wonderlike mens in my lewe. 
Dankie vir al die sport 
naweke wat ek saam met 
Oom Pieta kon geniet. Ek 
onthou nog die bekende 
woorde: “Tertius die 
wedstryd is nog nie verby 
nie.” Dankie vir al die 
grappe, die trane en 
blydskap wat ons kon deel 
na al die wedstryde.
U is en was een van die 
wonderlikste ooms in my 
lewe. Sal Oom altyd met 
liefde onthou.
Rus sag in vrede. Ons gun U 
dit.

Tertius



Meet & greet and departure of 
self-catering / private bookings

Cleaning & home / property supervision

House- and pet sitting

- I help people to generally get things done -

Jacques's Home & Guest Services

079 038 3916     jacqueswr@vodamail.co.za
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On Wednesday, 26 July, I 
received an sms to say that a 
whale had been washed onto 
the rocks in Pringle Bay.  
What a sad sad sight…  
another beautiful sun sinking 
into the sea with this 
magnificent creature in the 
foreground, stranded on the 
rocks.
By mid morning on Thursday, 
a crowd had gathered around 
the whale -  people from the 
Overstrand Municipality, the 
guys from Dept of 
Environmental Affairs, 
scientists from Dyer Island 
Conservation Trust – all 
taking stock of what might 
have been the cause of death, 
and taking samples for their 
studies of these majestic  
giants of the sea.  He had been 
struck by a boat – his jaw was 
completely shattered – 
whether this was the cause of 
death or whether it happened 
after is unsure.  There is a 
chance that he died from old 
age… I'd like to go with this 

option.
It was round about this time 
that I decided that to be able 
to recover this whale's 
skeleton and reconstruct it in 
Pringle Bay would be great for 
our community – as a project 
– as a tourist attraction – as a 
conservation educational 
display…. Little did I know 
how much this would involve.  
It has been a long winded 
process – my application for a 
permit with the Dept of 
Environmental Affairs is in 
and pending – there is no 
reason why it shouldn't be 
approved and issued – we 
have the buy in of all 
departments concerned and 
everyone has been really 
supportive and helpful with 
this process.  Hold thumbs for 
a positive outcome on this 
please.
Our whale is a fully grown 
adult male Brydes Whale 
(hence his name “Groom”).  
He is 13.5m in length and 
weighs roughly 40 tons.  He is 

type of baleen whale who 
would eat mostly fish.  They 
are known as the high speed 
missiles of the sea – as 
whales go, they are very fast.  
They travel mostly solo and 
can dive very deep.  They are 
not often seen.
The cleanup operation has 
been a mission of note!!  So 
many departments have been 
involved in this very messy, 
very stinky, very difficult task.  
Logistically, it landed in a 
very inaccessible spot – on 
the rocks quite far from the 
slipway – it was not possible 
to drag it back out to sea and 
sink it – too many rocks, too 
much kelp, too expensive 
with no guarantee of success.  
The decision was made to 
bring in teams of people who 
would then cut it up and drag 
the pieces over the rocks to 
the slipway and load it into 
wheelbarrows and cart it up 
to the digger loader which 
would then take it to a skip 
which could then be taken to 
a site where it could all be 
safely buried.  Which, if you 
say it quickly, is not that 
difficult….
Monday was spent in 
meetings planning this 
procedure and making special 
hooks to use to spear and 
drag the flesh.  Tuesday was 
spent cutting – in the driving 
rain, some of the guys thigh 

THE TALE OF “GROOM”, PRINGLES BRYDE WHALE
deep in water, the runners 
slipping over the rocks and 
gagging over the terrible 
stench.  By Wednesday, most 
of the cutting that could be 
done was done.  A winch was 
brought in to try and swing 
him around and drag him 
closer to the shoreline.  This 
didn't work.  Day 4 – the tail 
flukes and base was cut off 
and the whale started floating.  
It has been secured – 
unfortunately now it is out too 
deep to work on – Friday 
came and a reassessment was 
made – to leave the whale 
where it was and hope that the 
between the sea and the fish, 
most of the remaining flesh on 
the underside would be 
removed and that it would be 
easier to bring in to shore.
On Monday,  the fire 
department got involved to try 
and burn off any remaining 
flesh – this too was 
unsuccessful.
All in all, this has been a 
challenging project – there is 
no one department dealing 
with stranded whales – and 
this stranding has been in one 
of the most inaccessible spots 
ever.  

Hats off to all who got 
involved…
Tarron Dry and James Janse 

...continued on page 19



van Rensburg who headed up 
the operational team in the 
water.  Liesel de Villiers and 
Johan van Taak from the 
Overstrand Municipality who 
managed the process from the 
sides.  All the workers from 
Working on Fire and Working 
for the Coast who had the 
dreadful job of hauling the 
whale from the site to the 
digger loader.  Thanks also to 
Muvine, Petrus, Marlou, Jaco, 
Bumper, Johan, Xen, SAPS 
law enforcement, Andrew and 
Louise.  Motshidisho. 
Apologies to anyone that I may 
have missed out.  I wish I 
could name you all – too many 
though !

You are all absolute heroes 
who carried out this 
unpleasant task with such a 
fabulous attitude – you were 
informative and helpful and 
added a healthy dollop of 
humour to a stinky, massive 
cleanup operation.
Thanks just doesn't even begin 
to cut it.

Alison Evans

The 2018 committee has been 
formed and represents a fresh, 
new concept for this popular 
festival.
The 2017 festival attracted 
7000 visitors and the 
committee hopes to raise that 
to over 10000 for next year.  
The positives and negatives of 
the 2017 festival have been 
carefully taken into account 
and the committee aims for a 
bigger and better function in 
2018.
The committee has adopted 
the slogan:  Pringle Bay 
Festival: Working to Conserve 
our Oceans.
With this mantra the 2018 
festival will have a strong eco 
flavour about it with 
particular emphasis on 
marine conservation, 
reduction of single use plastics 
and anti – poaching.  
Appropriate corporates will be 
approached for official 
sponsorship 
There will be a specific 
committee member 
responsible for the 
conservation side of things; 
they will be getting to work 
immediately creating 
awareness throughout the 
village about the theme is for 
the festival. They will be 

getting community input and 
support towards this concept.
The festival itself will have a 
wide selection of artists and 
entertainers from all genres; 
there will be a definite 
difference between day and 
evening entertainment with 
plenty of good hearty meals 
available to keep the evening 
visitors satisfied.  During the 
day kids will be entertained, 
there will be plenty of live 
music, food, activities and 
local businesses will benefit 
from free opportunities to 
participate in the festival and 
to sponsor bands or events.
The committee is open to any 
help and suggestions from 
the community as well as 
offers of sponsorships and 
prizes.  The minutes of all 
committee meetings and the 
budget will be available to the 
public through various social 
media outlets – in particular 
the Pringle Bay Festival 
Facebook page.  The 
community is requested to 
please join this page and 
invite your friends to do so as 
well. The power of social 
media is enormous – and 
free!
Below is a list of members 
with their contact details; 

please feel free to contact the 
relevant person with your 
input.  Everything will be 
considered by the committee.

Kevin Pouter 
Chairman

082 880 6164

Alison Evans 
Finance

082 650 3690

Harriet Joao 
Marketing, Sponsorship and 

Merchandise 
084 524 9706

Cobie Rossouw
Entertainment 
083 293 9301

Marius de Villiers 
Food & Beverage, Licencing

076 554 3944

Shirley Hansen
Exhibitors and Activities

083 787 2211

John Charalmbous
Local Business Coordinator

079 336 4639

Gavin Udeman
Logistics

083 627 3084
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AFTER THE FIRES - PREPARING FOR NEXT TIME
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Burnt mountain slopes around 
Pringle Bay and Rooi Els are a 
daily reminder that fires 
happen quickly and 
unexpectedly. The tragedy in 
Knysna demonstrates what 
can go wrong when fires run 
out of control. Pringle was 
saved from more severe 
consequences by the timely 
intervention of air services to 
assist fire fighters on the 
ground. This was not possible 
in Rooi Els due to the extreme 
winds which prevented use of 
helicopters. There was yet 
another fire in mid July on the 
mountain above Betty's Bay. It 
was caused by careless 
weekenders and brought 
under control through the 
timely intervention of our local 
volunteer fire team.

Local and regional fire services 
have been through extensive 
debriefings and reviewed 
preparedness and plans for the 
next fire season. Most of what 
needs doing is up to the 
community itself to both 
prevent and prepare for 
runaway fires driven by severe 
winds. The municipality is 
expected to pay more attention 
to instructing property owners 
to clear overgrown vegetation. 
We envisage a three pronged 
approach to dealing with fire 
risk in our vicinity. 

Fire Safety and 
Evacuation Planning: 

Being Prepared
· Being prepared needs to be 
part of your lifestyle  – you 
may have only minutes to 
evacuate your home
· Know what to take and 
discuss it with the family – 
e.g. important documents, 
computer backup, pets, 
medication, family photos 
· Know how to prepare your 
property – e.g. unlock or 
move gas bottles to a safe 
area; leave hosepipe 
connected to a visible tap
· Know which neighbours may 
need assistance – inform the 
fire teams 
· Learnings from the fires will 
be incorporated in a revised 
community fire safety and 
evacuation plan. Several 
suggestions have been tabled 
for inclusion
Using WhatsApp to facilitate 
communications with sectors 
and the community in general
Lists of sector and emergency 
contacts permanently 
available at the fire station
Display the plan and safety 
guidelines in the village centre

Volunteer Fire Fighting 
Service
It is very evident to those 
involved with local fires that 
early support needs to come 
from within the community. 
We are very fortunate to have 
a well managed and equipped 
volunteer fire service which is 
a constituent of the 

Overstrand Fire Services. Our 
local team is on site within 10 
minutes of call-out whereas it 
takes 30 to 40 minutes for 
the large units to arrive from 
Kleinmond and over an hour 
for traffic officers to be 
deployed. In a wind-driven 
situation community 
volunteers may also be 
required to help with traffic 
control and evacuation 
processes before the 
professionals take over and 
thereafter take responsibility 
for arranging emergency 
supplies such as food, drink 
and accommodation and 
medical assistance.
 
In order to strengthen local 
capability it has been agreed 
that the volunteer fire 
fighting teams of Pringle Bay,  
Betty's Bay and Rooi Els will 
in future fall under the 
control of our local station 
commander, Clayton Francis. 
Unfortunately appointment 
of new volunteers has been 
frozen for the last couple of 
years by bureaucratic 
municipal process. Existing 
volunteer teams are getting 
older with several people 
retiring or relocating. A group 
of younger residents have 
stepped forward to join the 
volunteer service but are 
hamstrung by the Overstrand 
municipality making it almost 
impossible to register 
newcomers despite support 
from operational 
management and the proven 

success of our local service. In 
the short term Clayton will be 
arranging basic training for 
the new group to ensure that 
we have an expanded resource 
pool who know and 
understand the use of local 
equipment and basic fire 
drills.

The fire vehicle (Rocky) has 
been modified to better deal 
with running fynbos fires by 
the fitment of a forward facing 
spray platform. A standby 
pump has also been purchased 
for the vehicle. Fine tuning of 
the facilities and equipment at 
the new fire station is in 
progress. This has been made 
possible from the generous 
donations received after the 
fires.  
 
Fire-wise Gardening and 
Control of Alien 
Vegetation
Alien vegetation, in particular 
Rooikrans,  Australian Myrtle 
and Pines, contain highly 
flammable resins which add to 
the intensity of fynbos fires 
and create explosive fire balls. 
These cause additional flare-
ups, often well away from the 
flame front as happened in 
several places during the 
Pringle fire. No property is 
fully secure during a raging 
fire but risks can be 
significantly reduced by fire 
wise gardening which allows a 
fire to pass through developed 

...continued on page 21

Australian Myrtle bush



property without damage 
being caused to buildings and 
enables fire fighters to 
approach and protect homes 
from the fierce heat of fynbos 
fires.

It is incumbent on all who 
reside or own property in a 
fynbos area to take 
appropriate action to help in 
reducing fuel load and limit 
the spread of fire. Read the 
guidelines and practice what is 
appropriate for your property 
e.g. tall trees should be 
trimmed of lower branches 
and undergrowth kept low to 
prevent ignition of tree foliage. 
Aliens should be removed. If 
they currently have a use in 
your garden consider planting 
an indigenous alternative and 
replace the aliens over time. 
The PBRA is planning to 
arrange a demonstration of 
Fire Wise gardening by the 
Botanical Society from Harold 
Porter and to reproduce 
previous articles on fire wise 
gardening practice. 

Ambitious plans are under 
way for clearing and managing 
regrowth of alien vegetation. 
The Wednesday Hack have 
started felling the pine forest 
located above the small 
holdings to the north of the 
main beach. They estimate it 
will take a year or so to 
complete. The property owner 
gave permission for this after 
appreciating the fire risk as a 
result of the Rooi Els fire.
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The PB Sunday Hack operate 
on the last Sunday of every 
month and are growing in 
strength and effectiveness. 
The group appeals to young 
and old. Morning 
refreshment and post hack 
thirst quenchers are 
provided. All are welcome to 
join and learn to recognise 
and destroy unwanted 
vegetation. Phone Chris on 
082 900 8299 should you be 
interested in joining the hack. 

Once the automated baboon 
tracking system is operational 

the monitors will be trained to 
patrol burnt areas and remove 
young alien regrowth which 
will soon be infesting our 
surrounds. There is particular 
concern at the rapid spread of 
Australian Myrtle in Pringle 
Bay. A campaign will be 
launched to educate the 
community and encourage 
people to recognise and 
destroy these aliens while the 
plants are young enough to be 
pulled by hand. In terms of 
NEMA regulations it is illegal 
to have the plants on your 
property.  

AFTER THE FIRES...CONTINUED

michael@asksecurity.co.za

Australian Myrtle branches



No, we are not bankrupt. No, 
the liquor board has not 
closed us down. No, we have 
not been kicked out for not 
paying our rent. None of the 
other rumours are true either 
– the owner simply has other 
plans for the building, and 
this unfortunately does not 
include us...

PeriGators has been in Pringle 
Bay for almost 14 years – first 
for 6 years as Gators in the 
small shop where Sunra now 
runs the delightful Fynbos 
Enterprises, then at 281 
Crescent Road for close on 8 
and  half years.

All this time, we never had a 
formal lease – the building 
was for sale from day one – so 
it was just a matter of time for 
the axe to fall. We have had 
experience with this – Gators 
was forced to move when the 
new owner there had different 
plans (none of which came to 
fruition btw...) so we are 
taking this in our stride. Over 
the past 8 years many 
prospective buyers caused us 
to go into panic mode – so 
much so that we have almost 

been praying for it to finally 
happen, so this door could 
close and make way for 
another to open. Of course we 
never thought we would only 
be given 3 months' notice, as 
this makes it virtually 
impossible for us to find a 
new suitable venue.

It has been a wonderful ride – 
we have made wonderful 
friends, not only local ones, 
but many foreigners who 
repeatedly returned for our 
pizza.  Our suppliers have 
been with us from day one, 
going out of their way to 
accommodate us when 
running short on supplies in 
busy times – these include 
HH Bacon, Vinimark, 
Meridian Wines, Nu Foods, 
Hangklip Bottle Store and 
many more.

Our staff have been equally 
loyal and we regard them as 
part of the family – Gysie and 
Hillary who have been there 
since day one, and many 
others who have come and 
gone (and come back again in 
some cases) over the years – 
Monica, Felistas, Suemena, 
Jackie, Louise, Tafara, 
Cecilia, Mara and various 
others as well as many young 
waiters whom literally grew 
up before my eyes.

We will miss our friends and 
supporters, but even more we 
will miss the delightful 
evenings with all the 
wonderful musicians 
performing in our bar and in 
the PeriScope Theatre. It 
saddens us that yet another 
live music venue won't be 
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THE END OF AN ERA...

able to provide a space for 
performers – these are all too 
scarce already.  Apart from 
music performances, we were 
blessed to host several plays, 
one man shows movies and 
school concerts.  These 
include Margit Rodenbeck aka 
Dowwe Dolla, Paul du Toit, 
Frank Opperman, Pierre van 
Pletzen and Irit Noble.

PeriGators hosted not only top 
local musicians, but also a few 
international acts including 
the famed cellist Erich Oscar 
Heuer, Doc Maclean, Ronnie 
Domp, Brian Ernst, Airel 
Zamonsky, Juana Pires Rafael,

Local acts included Die Blues 
Broers, Ronnie Domp, Valiant 
Swart, Tony Cox, Bootleggers, 
Andre Swiegers, Akkedis, Piet 
Botha, Peter Mitchell, Laurie 
Levine, Josie Fields,  Heather 
Mac, Albert Frost, Wendy 
Oldfield, Chris Chameleon, 
Saarkie, Robin Auld, Mr Cat & 
the Jackal, Baxtop, Larry 
Amos, Bright Lights Big City, 
Ralph Beeby, Mazula, Steve 
Van, Marcia Moon, Tim Parr, 
David Goldberg, Bruce 
Williams, Jake Gunn, Devin 
Smith, Aidan Martin, Michael 
Canfield, Ben Ulric, Jeremiah 
Brimstone, Guy Collins, Lionel 
Bastos, Gert Vlok Nel, Johan 
Smit, Matt Carstens, Six 
Strings Down, Urban Blues 
Band, Dave Knowles, Johnny 
Ray Band, Kabaal Klankbaan, 
Manouch, Bianca Wood, Pete 
Stanford, Bluerocracy, Tuin, 
Pete Stanford, Hoot'n'Anny, 
Elton Gosslett, Jennifer and 
the Jameses, Die Wasgoedlyn 
and Johnathan Peyper.

Yes, the rumours are true – PeriGators will be closing down at the end of August 2017.



PRINGLE BAY RATEPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION INFORMATION
PRINGLEBAAI BELASTINGBETALERSVERENIGING INFORMASIE

Committee Portfolio / Komittee Portefeulje

Pringle Post 

The Pringle Post is available to members of the association by 
email. We welcome contributory articles for the Pringle Post, 
informing the community on the happenings in and around 

town.  Please forward your news to the Editor. 
Many thanks in advance!  

The PBRA encourages freedom of expression. However, the 
views expressed in these articles do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the PBRA and its members. 

" Anti Poaching / 

Anti Stropery

Clayton Francis
" Chairperson /

Voorsitter

Zirkia Fourie
" Community Hall / 

Gemeenskapsaal

Sue Visagie
" Conservancy / 

Bewarea

Chris Geldenhuys
" Hangklip 

Federation / 

Hangklip Federasie

David Muirhead
" Firefighting / 

Brandbestryding

Clayton Francis
" Ladies Club / 

Dames Klub

Sue Visagie 

" Medical 

Emergency / 

Mediese Nood 

Clayton Francis
" Membership / 

Lidmaatskap

Ilse Meyer
" Pringle Post / 

Pringle Pos

Mike Bisset
" Roads, Storm 

Water

Paaie, Stormwater 

Ashley Rensburg 
" Secretary / 

Sekretaresse

Ilse Meyer
" Security / 

Sekuriteit

Dylan Lotheringen
" Treasurer / 

Tesourier

Mike Meyer
" Ward / Wyk

Zirkia Fourie 
" See member contact 

details on Userful 

Numbers insert. 

Sien Nuttige 

Nommers bylaag vir 

lede kontak 

besonderhede.

Jaarlikse Fooie
Ledegeld: R80.  Pringle Pos (gedruk & gepos): R40.

Betaling kan gedoen word in kontant, per tjek of elektroniese 
oorplasing (besonderhede onder). Indien U vrywillige bydraes 
wil maak, dui asb. die spesifieke saak aan in die begunstigde 

verwysing (o.a. bobbejane, bewarea, brandslaners, sekuriteit).  
Geliewe ‘n kopie van u betaling aan ons tesourier te stuur.  Dankie 

vir u ondersteuning.

Annual Fees
Subscription: R80.  Pringle Post (printed & posted): R40. 
Payment can be made in cash, by cheque or by electronic 
transfer (bank details below).  Should you wish to make 

voluntary contributions, please indicate the specific cause as 
beneficiary reference (such as baboons, conservancy, 

firefighters, security) Kindly send a copy of your  payment to 
the treasurer.  Thank you for your support.

Bank Details / Bankbesonderhede
Nedbank Ltd, Tel: 028 271 8160 | Kleinmond Branch Nr. / Tak  No. 131505 | Universal / Universele EFT 198765

Savings Account /  Spaarrekening No. 2315001714

SARS Reg. # 9101/138/16/3  |  www.pringlebayratepayers.co.za |  Posbus / PO Box 409, Pringlebaai / Bay, 7196

 The Pringle Messenger
The Pringle Messenger is our monthly newsletter distributed by 

email to keep members up to date with the latest news.  
If you want to receive this newsletter you must be a paid up 

member and need to provide us with an email address. 

Village Warnings & Alerts
To better our village security, we would like to appeal to all 

ratepayers (not only members of the association) to notify us / 
update their contact details, even if you do not want to join the 

association.  Your information will remain confidential and only 
used for general alerts and/or security updates. 

Send an email to membership@pringlebayratepayers.co.za or 
info@pringlebayratepayers.co.za

Community Service
The Association is only as strong as its members and its 

Executive Committee.  We regularly need new committee 
members to replace those who have had to leave. If you are 

available to serve on our committee for a year or two, please let 
us know by contacting the Chairman on 083 556 3345 or email 

chairman@pringlebayratepayers.co.za.

Pringle Pos 

Die Pringle Pos is beskikbaar per epos aan lede van die 
vereniging. Ons verwelkom bydraende artikels vir die

Pringle Pos, om die gemeenskap in te lig oor die gebeurtenisse in
en om ons dorp. Stuur gerus U nuus aan die Redakteur.

By voorbaat dank!
Die belastingbetalers-vereniging bemoedig vryheid van spraak. 

Let wel dat die standpunte gehuldig in hierdie artikels is nie 
noodwendig die standpunte van die vereniging of sy lede nie. 

 Die Pringle Messenger
Die Pringle Messenger is ons maandelikse nuusbrief wat per 
epos versprei word om lede op datum te hou van die jongste 

nuus.  As U die nuusbrief wil ontvang moet U ‘n opbetaalde lid 
wees en moet U ons verskaf met ‘n e-pos adres.

Gemeenskapsdiens
Die Vereniging is net so effektief en sterk soos sy lede en die

Uitvoerende Komitee. Ons het gereeld nuwe komitee lede nodig
om die te vervang wat moes bedank. Indien u bereid is om u

kundigheid te deel en op die komitee te dien vir ‘n jaar of twee,
skakel gerus met die Voorsitter op 083 556 3345 of per epos aan

chairman@pringlebayratepayers.co.za.

Waarskuwings &Verwikkelinge In Ons Dorp
Vir beter sekuriteit in ons dorp wil ons graag ‘n beroep maak aan
alle belastingbetalers (nie net lede van die vereniging) om ons in

kennis te stel van hul kontak besonderhede, of veranderinge
daarvan. U inligting sal vertroulik bly en slegs gebruik word vir

algemene waarskuwings en/of sekuriteits verwikkelinge.
Stuur asseblief responsie aan membership@pringlebayratepayers.co.za 

of info@pringlebayratepayers.co.za.

If you live or own property in Pringle Bay, and are not a member of 
the PBRA, please provide us with your contact details, to be used for 
purposes of security and/or important communication. Email us for 

a membership application. All details will be kept confidential.

If you live or own property in Pringle Bay, and are not a member of 
the PBRA, please provide us with your contact details, to be used for 
purposes of security and/or important communication. Email us for 

a membership application. All details will be kept confidential.




